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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

Robert LeRoy Cochran was born 28 January 1886 near Avoca, 
Cass County, Nebraska. He was the son of Charles A .  and Mary 
(Wilkinson) Cochran. During the winter months he was educated 
in a sod school house and l a t e r  graduated from Brady High School. 
He worked his way through the University of Nebraska, receiving a 
Bachelor of Science degree i n  Civil Engineering i n  1910, jus t  
three years a f t e r  beginning study. 

After receiving his degree, Cochran served w i t h  the Lincoln 
County Surveyor. In 1911, he was hired as a surveyor by the 
Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad. In 1912, he was elected 
Lincoln County Surveyor and served i n  tha t  position until 1916. 
In 1915 he was a lso appointed State  Bridge Inspector. In 1917, 
he was appointed Deputy State  Engineer. During the 1 s t  World War, 
Cochran served two years in  the Army Ar t i l l e ry  Corps, being dis-  
charged w i t h  the rank of Captain i n  1919. From 1919-1922 he served 

h s  D i s t r i c t  Engineer for  the Nebraska Department of Public Works. 
From 1923 unt i l  1934, Cochran was State  Engineer. 

In 1934, Cochran was elected Governor of Nebraska, running 
under the banner of the Democratic Party. He was re-elected twice 
to  t h i s  off ice .  In 1940, he made an unsuccessful bid for  the U.S. 
Senate, losing to  Hugh Butler, the Republican Candidate. During 
World War 11, Cochran served as Commander of Fort Leonard Wood, 
Missouri w i t h  the rank of Colonel. Later, he served as par t  of the 
American Mission t o  Greece. 

Roy Cochran was act ive in  c ivic  and government a f f a i r s .  He 
was a member of the American Interprofessional In s t i t u t e ,  the 
American Society of Civil Engineers; Veterans of Foreign Wars, the  
American Legion; and the Nebraska Engineering Society. While Governor, 
Cochran served as President of the Council on State Governments, and 
Chairman of the National Governor's Conference. He was active i n  
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons; was a member of both  Scott ish and 
York Rites; and a Sesostris  Shriner. He also participated in  the 
Knights of Pythias, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and the Episcopal Church. 

Robert LeRoy Cochran was married t o  Aileen Gantt in  1919. His 
family included one son, Robert LeRoy, J r . ,  and a daughter, Mary 
Aileen. O n  February 23, 1963, Robert Leroy Cochran died. 
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ADDED ENTRIES: 


CHILD WELFARE 

CORNHUSKER BOYS STATE 

COUNCIL OF STATE GOVERNMENTS 

FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION see U.S. FABM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 

U.S. FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 

FARMS 

FLOOD CONTROL 

FORT LEONARD WOOD, MISSOURI 

GRASSHOPPERS 

LIQUOR LAWS--NEBRASKA 

ALCOHOLISM--NEBRASKA 

NATIONAL EMERGENCY COUNCIL see U.S. NATIONAL EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

NEBRASKA SAFETY COUNCIL 

NEBRASKA STATE EMPLOYMENT SERVICE 

WORLDS FAIRS see also EXHIBITIONS 

EXHIBITIONSÃ‘NE YORK, 1939-1940 

OLD AGE PENSIONS 

OLD OREGON AND MORMON TRAIL COMMISSION 

POLITICS--NEBRASKA 

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION CLEARINGHOUSE 

PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATION see U.S. PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATION 

UNITED STATES. PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATION 

REPUBLICAN RIVER FLOOD, 1935 

RESETTLEMENT ADMINISTRATION see UNITED STATES. RESETTLEMENT ADMINISTRATION 

UNITED STATES. RESETTLEMENT ADMINISTRATION 

SOCIAL SECURITYÃ‘LA AND LEGISLATION 

STRIKES AND LOCKOUTS 

TAXATIONÃ‘NEBRASK 

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY see UNITED STATES. TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY 

UNITED STATES. AGRICULTURAL ADJUSTMENT ADMINISTRATION 

UNITED STATES. WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 

WAREHOUSESÃ‘NEBBASK 

WORKMEN'S COMPENSATIONÃ‘NEBRASK 

Burke, Edward Raymond, 1880-1968 

Cochran, Aileen (Gantt), 1888- 

Cochran, Robert LeRoy, 1886-1963 

Coffee, Harry Buffington, 1890-1972 

Farley, James Aloysius, 1888-1976 

Neville, Keith, 1856-1959 

Quigley, James Cloyd, 1887-1960 

Tilley, Albert Charles, 1896- 

Toll, Henry walcott, 1887-1975 

Yater, Gwyer H 

DeVilbiss, Otho K , 1906-
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ADDED ENTRIES (CONT) 

NEBRASKA A l l  e n t r i e s  o n  pg. 1 B  a r e  
xxAERONAUTICS COMMISSION p r e c e d e d  by N e b r a s k a .  

AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
AUDITOR OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 
BOARD OF CONTROL OF STATE INST ITUTIONS 
BOARD OF EDUCATION OF STATE NORMAL SCHOOLS 
BOARD OF EDUCATIONAL LANDS AN0 FUNDS 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION AND ASSESSMENT 
BOARD OF PARDONS 
BOUNDARIES 
CAPITOL COMMISSION 
COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC LANDS AND BUILDINGS 
DEPARTMENT OF AERONAUTICS 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
DEPARTMENT OF ASSISTANCE AND C H I L D  WELFARE 

xxDEPARTMENT OF ATHLETICS 
DEPARTMENT OF BANKING 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
DEPARTMENT OF ROADS 
EMERGENCY R E L I E F  ADMINISTRATION 
GAMES, FORESTATION AND PARKSCOMMISSION 
L E G I S L A T I V E  COUNCIL 
LEGISLATURE 
LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 
NATIONAL GUARD 
NORFOLK STATE HOSPITAL 
PENITENTIARY MEDICAL BOARD 
PUBLIC L IBRARY COMMISSION 
PUBLIC POWER SYSTEM 
SECRETARY OF STATE 
STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSIONER .. . ..-

STATE PLANNING BOARD 
STATE RACING COMMISSION 
STATE RAILWAY COMMISSION 
STATE SHERIFF 
STATE TREASURER 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBL IC  INSTRUCTION 
SUPREME COURT 
TAX COMMISSIONER 
UNIVERSITY 
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SCOPE A N D  CONTENT NOTE 

This subgroup consists of the o f f i c i a l  and private papers of 
Robert LeRoy Cochran i n  86 paige boxes of Archival material and 15 
scrapbooks arranged i n  seventeen ser ies :  (1) Correspondence of the 
Office of Governor, 1935-1 940; (2) Reeords.,and Correspondence of State  
Agencies and Departments, 1935-1940; (3 )  Applicant Correspondence, 
1935-1940; (4)  Financial Records, 1935-1940; (5)  Proclamations and 
endorsements, 1935-1940; (6) Speeches, 1935-1940; (7)  Reports, 1933- 
1940; (8) Pet i t ions ,  1935-1937; (9)  Miscellaneous Records of the Office 
of the Governor, 1935-1940; (10) Personal Correspondence, 1913-1 941 ; 
(11) Campaign f i l e s ,  1934-1940; (12) Aileen Gantt Cochran Fi les ,  1916-1917; 
(13) Newspaper Clippings; (14) Printed Matter; (15) Genealogical mater-
i a l ;  (16) Miscellaneous Personal records; (17) Scrapbooks, 1935-1959. 

This subgroup re la tes  to  the a f f a i r s  of the Governor's o f f ice  
during the administration of Robert LeRoy Cochran, 1935-1941. Also 
included are numerous personal records re la t ing mainly t o  the Gubernatorial 
campaigns of 1934 and 1936 and t o  the Cochran Senatorial Candidacy in 
1940. 

The bulk of t h i s  subgroup consists of correspondence re la t ing t o  
Cochran's terms as Governor of Nebraska, 1935-1941. Series One contains 
general correspondence and Series Two re la tes  to  Departmental and 
Agency Functions. Series three i s  applicant correspondence and i s  
separated alphabetically by Agency or  position. 

Series 5, Prod arnations and Endorsements, a1 so includes press i tems 
and appointments. In Series 6 ,  radio speeches appear t h r o u g h  the s e r i e s ,  
b u t  folders one through seven contain only radio ta lks .  

The bulk of Series Ten and Eleven r e l a t e  t o  Cochran's campaigns 
for  Governor and the United States Senate. The newsclippings i n  Series 
13 are in  random order and r e l a t e  t o  Cochran as Governor and candidate. 
Scrapbooks contain newscl ippings re la t ing to  Cochran ' s  Gubernatorial 
terms and nrivate a f f a i r s .  ~ ~ ~~ -

Correspondents include: Edward R.  Burke, 1935-1 940; Harry B .  
Coffey, 1935-1940; Keith Neville, 1934-1940; James C.  Quigley, 1934-1940; 
Albert C.  T i l l ey ,  1934-1940; Gwyer H .  Yater, 1935-1940; and James Farley 
1934-1940. 

Governor Cochran's f i l i n g  system was retained whenever possible 
although minor a l te ra t ions  were made as needed for  the sake of c l a r i t y .  
The personal f i l e s  were arranged by subject  matter whenever possible. 

DESCRIPTION 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

SERIES ONE CORRESPONDENCE OF THE OFFICE O F  GOVERNOR, 1935-1940 

Box 1 
Folders 1-15 A-Cg 

Box 2 
Folders 16-31 ' Cr-Hh 

Box 3 
Folders 32-45 Hi -McK 


































